
Thursday 13th August 2020 

 

 

 

My dear parishioners of St Teresa’s and St Vincent’s,   

 

I hope you are all well and trying to find some small sense of normality in these unprecedented 

times.  There have been many things that have changed, and I am sure there will be more to 

come over the months.  We place one foot in front of the next and move forward knowing that our 

faith remains strong. 

 

I write to you to give you some news and information that will affect us all.  As many of you will 

know 2021 was going to be a big year for the Diocese.  With several priests due to retire and in 

this deanery the possibility of losing one priest, things would have to change regarding the 

frequency and locations of the celebration of Mass.  Coronavirus came out of the blue and we 

went into lockdown in late March.  The lockdown and subsequent situation that we are in now has 

sped up that process.  Allow me to give you some background to our decisions.   

 

There are six priests in the Bristol North West Deanery, covering 10 locations for Mass with 14 

Masses available.  During lockdown the public celebration of Mass was suspended, and several 

priests went to online Masses, they adjusted the times of Masses and tried to minister to as many 

people digitally as well as spiritually in our parishes. 

 

Over the last few weeks and months, the priests of this deanery have met on Zoom (that was fun) 

and in person when restrictions allowed to discuss what the future might look for us.  We took into 

consideration the size of our congregations (limited numbers attending) as well as other things 

such as illness, Covid 19 and our ability to cover each other for illness/holidays, online streaming 

and the suspension of the Sunday obligation.  The pandemic highlighted how fragile are present 

system is.  Many of the priests that we call upon to cover/supply are now not able to due to 

age/medical conditions and there is a smaller pool to draw upon.  

 

Last week we submitted the new timings of Mass to Bishop Declan and he has given us his 

blessing to go ahead.  The following changes will take place from 5th/6th September and will 

continue through to Christmas (we don’t know how/if that celebration will take place yet) and into 

the New Year. 

 

I apologise for springing this all on you.  In our present situation we must give the best service we 
can to our parishes whilst acknowledging the demands placed on us and what we can physically 
do with social distancing and other restrictions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
From 5th / 6th September the new Mass times will be:- 
 
SATURDAY: First Mass of Sunday 
 
Holy Cross - Wotton-under-Edge - Saturday 4.30pm  
St Vincent de Paul - Southmead - Saturday 5.15pm 
Our Lady of the Rosary - Lawrence Weston - Saturday 6.00pm  
Sacred Heart - Westbury-on-Trym - Saturday 6.00pm transferred from St Antony’s  
Holy Family - Patchway - Saturday 6.15pm (with Congregation & Online)  
St Bonaventure’s no longer have a 6pm Mass on Saturday.  
 
SUNDAY 
 
Holy Family - Patchway- 8.30am & 5.00pm  
St Bernard’s - Shirehampton - 9.00am  
Sacred Heart – Westbury-on-Trym - 9.15am & 11.15am 
St Bonaventure’s - Bishopston - 9.30am & 6.00pm  
Christ the King – Thornbury - 9.30am & 10.30am  
St Teresa’s - Filton - 9.30am  
Our Lady of the Rosary – Lawrence Weston - 11.00am  
 
These Masses will be celebrated according to the Bishop’s & Government guidelines. Including No 
singing, no bidding prayers, shorter homily, no sign of peace and Holy Communion under one 
species only and should be no more than 30/35 minutes in length. All attending must wear face 
coverings unless exempt for age/medical reason. There will be no toilet facilities available. These 
Mass Times will be in place at least until the New Year, obviously if circumstances change these 
will be considered.   
 
I am now in the process of getting St Vincent’s Parish Covid secure and ready so that it should be 
open for the celebration of Mass on Saturday 5th September at 5:15pm. 
 
Please continue to be patient with me and pray for me, this is a huge change for all of us and I 
acknowledge the changes it will have on your lives. 
 
God Bless 
 
Father James 
Parish Priest 


