
Sunday Reflections 
Second Sunday of Lent 

The readings for this Sunday remind us, in very stark terms, of the extent of God's love for us and the 

drastic lengths he is prepared to go to in order to deliver humanity and restore us to right 

relationship with him. 

We may rightly struggle with the story of Abraham and the sacrifice of Isaac - fortunately the very 

idea is abhorrent to us! But to only see that misses out on much of what the story has to tell us. We 

never know if Abraham would have carried out what he was asked, but from the beginning he shows 

complete obedience and trust. Quite apart from the love he had for his son, Isaac embodied all that 

God had promised to him in terms of his descendants. It made no sense, but he trusted and was 

confident that, as he told Isaac on the journey, "God will provide". 

As happens so often in the Old Testament, this episode prefigures what is to come. Just as Abraham 

was somehow prepared to offer to God his only son, whom he loved, that is exactly what God offers 

us for our salvation; exactly what this long journey through Lent is leading us to. Jesus lives a life of 

complete obedience to and love for his Father, knowing what it will cost him but accepting that 

through love for us. 

Paul, in the second reading, sees this act and draws out the inevitable consequences - if God loved 

us enough to do that, what would he possibly ever deny us? Far from the picture we sometimes see 

of a God angry with humanity and ready to smite, his love is overwhelming. Undeserved, impossible 

to repay, but there for us, freely offered. And, to steal another line from Paul, if God is for us, who 

can be against us? 

So how should we respond to this? I think Abraham models the two things we are also called to 

have; trust and obedience. God, through all salvation history, has shown himself to be trustworthy 

and faithful to his promises. Do we take that trustworthiness seriously despite all that life throws at 

us? He also calls us to obedience. That sounds harder, more costly. But before we hesitate at these 

two things, perhaps we can take solace in today's Gospel. Jesus' glory is revealed, leaving us in no 

doubt as to his trustworthiness. And the voice commands us, simply, to "Listen to him". Throughout 

Lent, in the readings at Mass, and in the stillness of our hearts, let us try to do exactly that. 


