
Homily – Third Sunday in Lent – 6/7 March  

 

Wow Jesus is in a bad mood this week. He was angry and upset at everything 

that was going on in the temple. It did not sit with him well and he vented his 

frustration out on the people. He overturned the tables and pushed people out 

of the temple with a homemade whip. This is not the Jesus we have come to 

know. It is important to take into context what was happening at the temple 

was not something unusual and if that is the case why did Jesus do what he 

did. 

This action that Jesus performs in the temple appears in all four of the Gospels 

we have but it is in John’s Gospel that there is a greater tension and animosity 

between Jesus and the Jewish authorities. This is because John’s Gospel was 

the last of the four to be written and at the time there was a greater 

awareness of the distinctions between Judaism and Christianity. John’s Gospel 

is often described as more theologically than the other three evangelists and 

that is why we always hear the Passion from John on Good Friday; it is much 

deeper and evocative and helps us engage more deeply with the Passion that 

Jesus underwent for each of us. 

After Jesus has cleared the temple, the Jews ask for a sign from him to explain 

why he has evicted everyone from the temple. His response is a predication of 

his death and subsequent resurrection. Signs always played an important part 

in Jesus’ public ministry. The miracles he performed were a sign to the people 

of who he really was. Some signs pointed towards the coming of the Kingdom 

of God. People looked to these signs because they showed the authority Jesus 

had. The ultimate sign Jesus gives us is his death and resurrection. 

It is this sign that we are encouraged to reflect upon throughout this season 

Lent. Lent is not just about ‘Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving,’ it is about 

spending time reflecting upon the cross, the Tree of Life, that Jesus died upon 

and then three days later his rising from the dead. This Passion is what our 

faith is all about, it is the source of our faith. During the season of Lent, we are 

encouraged to walk the path alongside Jesus as he journeys to Calvary. The 

Stations of the Cross are integral to our understanding of that journey which 

was taken out of love for us. It is in this journey that we move closer to God 

through his Son who was sent to bring salvation to us all by the painful death 

of crucifixion. That is why the cross is a source of life not of death. 



Although Easter this year again will be different due to the pandemic it is up to 

each of us to make the most of it. Our churches will be open for us to book 

places to come and experience the journey, to see the death but also to see 

the light. As we continue our Lenten journey may we find time to be in the 

presence of the Lord, may we experience a deeper understanding of the 

Passion of Christ and may our faith grow stronger knowing that we are loved 

by God.  


