A warm welcome to all who gather today
around the Altar of the Lord in our parishes of

Saint Teresa of the Child Jesus
&

Saint Vincent de Paul
Working in Communion for Mission
Parish Priest: Father James Finan
 0117 9833938
Parish Administrator
Mrs Debbie Nicholls
Weds, Thurs, Friday
9:30am – 2:30pm

St Teresa’s, 71 Gloucester Road North, Filton,
Bristol BS34 7PL
www.stteresasfilton.org.uk
bristol.stteresa@cliftondiocese.com
Parish Deacons:
Rev. Tom Douglas
Rev Ludgero
Ferreira

Diocesan Safeguarding Helpline
0117 9540993

St Vincent’s, Embleton Road, Southmead,
Bristol BS10 6DS
www.stvincentssouthmead.org.uk
james.finan@cliftondiocese.com

St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School
St Teresa’s School Website
0117 9030412
www.st-teresas.bristol.sch.uk

Face Coverings
With rising numbers of infection rates in the area I strongly advise you to
wear a face covering whilst inside the church unless exempt to do so.
First Sunday of Advent – 27/28 November (Year C-2)
Saturday
Sunday

27th

St Vincent’s

5:15pm

28

St Teresa’s

9:15am

th

10:30am
Tuesday
Wednesday

30th
1st

St Teresa’s
St Vincent’s

NO MASS
9:15am

Saturday

4th

St Vincent’s

5:15pm

Sunday

5th

St Teresa’s

Vigil Mass for the First
Sunday of Advent

Albert Batten (RIP)

First Sunday of Advent

Holy Souls
Arthur Kay, David Webber
& Zampella Family

Feast of St Andrew
Memorial of
Isaac Harry Arikkat
St Alexander Briant
(Birthday)
Thursday
2nd
St Teresa’s
NO MASS
Weekday of Advent
Memorial of
Friday
3rd
St Vincent’s
9:15am
Private Intention
St Francis Xavier
Confessions will take place at St Teresa’s on Saturdays between 11:30 – 12 noon St Vincent’s by appointment

9:15am
10:30am

Vigil Mass for the Second
Sunday of Advent

Jacintha Saldanha (RIP)
&
Lillian Daly (RIP)

Second Sunday of Advent

Private Intention
Kathleen Kennedy
(Anniversary)

There will be no evening Mass at St Teresa’s on Tuesday 30th November and Thursday 2nd
December.

HYMNS FOR ST TERESA’S 10:30AM MASS SUNDAY 28th DECEMBER
ENTRANCE – No. 721 – How Great Thou Art
RECESSIONAL – No. 768 – Our God Reigns

Bishops encourage Catholics to place Sunday Mass at the heart of their post-pandemic lives: The Catholic
Bishops of England and Wales have issued a reflection on post-pandemic recovery and the challenges faced by the
Church in encouraging people back to the Church and her Sacraments. The bishops met for their Spring plenary meeting
from 19 – 22 April 2021. You can view a copy of the reflection on the home page of the parish website or by clicking here.
COVID-19 Safety: A strict cleaning regime will continue to take place, with both churches being fogged after each Mass
ensuring that the highest standard of cleanliness is achieved. Please remember to sanitise your hands on entering and
exiting the church and to wear a face covering unless exempt.

If you are showing signs of COVID-19 or are feeling unwell, please
stay at home.
 In our Prayers this Week...
Our Sick and Housebound:
In view of legislation concerning confidentiality, if you would like your own or a member of your family’s name included in
the prayers for the sick, please confirm with Fr. James in writing or speak to him.
Valerie Hutson, Tony Hutson, Velma Patricia Giblett, Brazil Gomes, Mary (Sister Miriam) O’Donovan
(Fr Pat O’Donovan’s sister, Gulzar Wazir, Una Fitzgerald, Harry Orrow..
Anniversaries: We remember especially all those whose anniversaries occur during November - Gladys Bullimore,
Nicola Mercato, Gill Frayling, Nicola Mitchell, Margaret Hicks, Ben Conners, Marion Tomkins ’20, William Fitzgerald ’20.
December - Andrew Counsell, Eileen Gallagher, Derek Walter, Barbara Joyce, Bernard Hogan, George Kennedy, Joyce
Daly, Anastasia Coles, Jim Conners, Steven Grubb, Angela Cornock ’20, James Rowe ’20, Margaret Sargent ’20, Jamie
Aldridge ’20, Ted Farrell ’20, Winnie Sumner ’20, Eva Hermanova ’20,

If you would like a member of your family or friend added to these lists, please let Father James know.

Eternal Rest Grant unto them O Lord: Please remember in your prayers Maurice Lewis
who died recently. Maurice’s funeral service will take place at Westerleigh, Woodland
Chapel on Thursday 30th November at 11:30am. May the light of Christ shine on him
for all eternity and may the Lord comfort all who mourn.

Be on your guard stay awake because you never know when
the time will come.” Mark 13:33
Eternal God, you will come when we do not expect you. Help us to
welcome you now in one another, to reach out to our sisters and brothers
in need of care and support. And in this way may we be found ready,
when come again in glory. Amen.

St Teresa’s Memorial Garden: Thank you to all those who look after St Teresa’s memorial garden particularly Seamus
and Romeo. The support, commitment and time you give to the garden is very much appreciated.

Pope Francis Thought: The Lord puts people who suffer on our path, people who feel alone or have
lost their strength and courage. We must know how to recognise them and with Saint Joseph's help,
become their friends and their support on the journey of life.

2022 Diocesan Diaries and Directories: We have recently received delivery of the 2022
Diocesan diaries and directories. If you would like to purchase a copy, please collect from
the presbytery during Debbie’s working hours detailed above. The cost of a diary £6.50 is
and a directory £5.00 please pay on collection.

CONGRATULATIONS

To the candidates from St
received the Sacrament of
November. We give
celebrated the Mass and
and Holy Family Church
hosting the Mass.

Teresa’s and St Vincent’s who
Confirmation on Tuesday 23rd
thanks for Bishop Declan who
for the Catechists, Fr Eugene
for leading the programme and

St Bonaventure’s Church: Warmly welcomes you to celebrate Christmas with us at our annual Christmas Concert. It
will be hosted on Friday 10th December at St Bonaventure’s Church, Egerton Road, BS7 8HP, starting promptly at
7.00pm. We are delighted to welcome back the Renewal Gospel Choir who were hugely popular when they joined us in
2019. Two of the members of the choir sang with the Kingdom Choir, at Prince Harry and Megan Markle’s wedding. They
are an amazing choir, vibrant, and joyful. Drinks and minced pies will be served at the interval and a collection will be
made to charity.
For further details on Christmas at St Bons check out our social media or email the parish office on
bristol.stbonaventure@cliftondiocese.com @stbonsbristol.
Photos from the last concert with the renewal choir are here:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=stbonsbristol&set=a.2409512139303302
Attending Mass: While appreciating that any number of reasons can cause someone to be late, we do ask all attending
weekend and weekday Mass to make every effort to be on time. Arriving unnecessarily late for Mass is not only a
distraction for the priest and congregation, but it dishonours the attention and participation that is due to the celebration of
Mass.

Advent Bible Study: Please come and join the Parish Bible study group each week in Advent
as we read, reflect on, and discuss each Sunday's readings in the run-up to Christmas. We will
be returning to face-to-face meetings throughout Advent, meeting each Thursday from the 25th
of November at 8pm in the sacristy at St Teresa's church building (use the side door). All are
welcome and you can participate as much or as little as you want in the discussions, but we are
a friendly group! For more details email Chaz Hickman (chaz@hickmanz.co.uk), or just turn up
and enjoy the opportunity to share our understanding of the Bible and make a little more of this
Advent.

St Vincent’s Website: I have had a few people mention to me that they are unable to fine a
website for St Vincent’s. St Vincent’s and St Teresa’s share the same website and both can
be accessed from the following addresses www.stteresasfilton.org.uk and
www.stvincentssouthmead.org.uk

Weekend Mass Times: As you are aware with the releasing of lockdown and the re-opening of both churches the
weekend Mass times were changed for both parishes. These will remain the same and not change back to pre-pandemic
Mass times. The reason for this is that the current Mass times allow for me and other priests help to supply for other
churches in the Deanery when the need arises.
Singing is back at St Teresa’s: I am very pleased to inform you that from the First
Sunday in Advent we will be reintroducing singing at St Teresa’s during the 10:30am
Sunday Mass. The format will be different from before with only 2 hymns being sung
one at the beginning and one at the end. There will be no printed sheets, but the
hymn numbers will be in published in the newsletter and up on the board. Hymn
books will be available to collect from the back of church.
These are small steps, but I hope you agree with me ones we have to take to ensure a
safe return to this part of the liturgy. I would like to thank Fiona and Tom Douglas for
providing the music and for Lisa who will play the hymns during Mass. I appreciate
singing whilst wearing a face covering is restrictive, but I do encourage you to join in and continue to wear a face covering
unless exempt.

St Vincent’s Heating: I am pleased to inform you that the heating at St Vincent’s has
successfully been repaired. Unfortunately, it does require a service and some new parts
which will cost approx. £1k. If you feel you can donate towards the cost of these repairs k
I would be most grateful.

St Teresa’s Church Lighting: I am pleased to share with you the exciting news that the
Sanctuary lighting and the side chapels lighting will be upgraded in January/February.
The work will take 3 days to complete and will greatly improve the lighting of the dome,
sanctuary and sanctuary. The cost is approximately £5K any donations towards the cost of
this upgrade would be most appreciated please place in the baskets at the back of church
in an envelope marked Church Lights or post through the presbytery door.

First Holy Communion Autumn 2021: Please continue to pray for our 39 First Holy
Communion Children as they prepare to meet Jesus for the first time. We give thanks for the
Catechists supporting them and pray the Lord will bless and support them and all on this next
step of their spiritual journey.

IMPORTANT Message for Parents of First Holy Communicants:
Unfortunately, due to the rising numbers of infection rates of Coronavirus in the area I have decided to restrict the
numbers of guests attending the First Holy Communion Masses on Saturday 11th of December to 6 per child. This does
not include the First Holy Communicant. Your support and understanding of this decision is much appreciated.
Returning to a Sunday Obligation: Since we entered Lockdown in the Lent of 2020, the Bishops released us from the
Sunday Obligation. Now we venture out of lockdown and into some sort of freedom, the Bishops call us to have our eyes
focused on returning to the routine of coming to church. Our coming together as Catholics is a distinctive characteristic
and the autumn gives us opportunity to reflect upon the gift of the Eucharist and the gift of Community as something that
gives us identity. We come together as the Body of Christ to celebrate and participate in Mass and to remember to ‘do
these things in memory of Jesus.’ We will find a way of journeying together across the autumn months to deepen our
understanding of the Eucharist and our understanding of the challenge to be ‘communion’, too

OFFERINGS

Collection Plate 10/10 - 14/11
October PayPal Donations
October Dona Donations

St Teresa’s
1510.16
259.49
384.78

St Vincent’s
333.00
102.73
39.20

Thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Donations for Missio and the Clergy Training Fund are still being received. A final total of
monies collected will be published in a few weeks.

Dona Contactless Donation Plates: During August I introduced Contactless Donation
Plates to both parishes. This is a quick and easy way of donating to your parish as you
enter or leave the church. Please do consider this way of supporting your parish and if
you are a UK taxpayer you can easily gift aid your donation allowing the parish to claim
back the tax on your donation 25p per £1 donated. The first time you gift aid your
donation it does ask for a few more details but the system will remember you for the
next time. There is also a link on the home page of the parish website to donate if you
prefer.

Time to Start School? If you have a child born between 1
September 2017 and 31 August 2018, then now is the time
to apply for a place at a Catholic primary school in the
Diocese. You must complete an application form (either online
or on paper) that is available from the school admissions team
of either South Gloucestershire or Bristol Council depending
on where you live, for admission during the 2022-23 school
year. If your child has been baptised, you must also provide a
copy of the baptism certificate to your preferred school. Please
ensure you apply by the closing date of 15 January 2022.
Into the Archives: Following on from Bishop Declan’s request for parishes to think about their history, please click here
to view a resource you may find helpful.

Christmas Mass Times and Intentions

Christmas Eve
Friday 24th
Christmas Day
Saturday 25th
Boxing Day
Sunday 26th

St Vincent’s

6:30pm

St Teresa’s

9:30pm

St Vincent’s

9:00am

St Teresa’s

10:30am

St Teresa’s

9:15am

St Teresa’s

10:30am

Weekday of Advent II
Harry Bullimore (Anniversary)
Solemnity of the Nativity
of the Lord
The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph

Tuesday

28th

St Teresa’s

10:00am

Feast of the Holy
Innocents

Wednesday

29th

St Vincent’s

9:15am

Feast of Saint Thomas
Beckett

Kevin Patrick Power

Tony & Valerie Hutton
(60th Wedding Anniversary)
Derek Walter (Anniversary)

Thursday

30th

St Teresa’s

10:00am

Sixth Day in the Octave of
Christmas

Doris Gittoes (RIP)

Friday

31st

St Vincent’s

9:15am

Seventh Day in the Octave
of Christmas

Private Intention

St Teresa’s

12 noon

St Vincent’s

5:15pm

Saturday 1st
January 2022

Solemnity of Mary, The
Holy Mother of God

Alice Sneddon (Anniversary)
Private Intention (JF)

Synod Prayer
We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts.
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever.
Amen
This newsletter is available via e-mail. Please visit the parish website home page and subscribe to this online facility.
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